The title compound, C 17 H 24 N 2 O 3 S, was synthesized in order to determine the relative configuration of the corresponding -keto aldehyde. In the U-shaped molecule, the fivemembered ring approximates an envelope with the methylene atom adjacent to the quaternary C atom being the flap. The dihedral angles between the four nearly coplanar atoms of the five-membered ring and the flap and the aromatic ring are 38.8 (4) and 22.9 (2) , respectively. The bond angles around the S atom are in the range 104.11 (16)-119.95 (16) . In the crystal, molecules are linked via N-HÁ Á ÁO by hydrogen bonds, forming a chain along the a-axis direction.
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S1. Comment
Prompted by our efforts in natural product synthesis, we seek access to cyclopentyl units. Herein, we chosed a ring contraction strategy of a cyclic epoxy ketone. A Brønsted-acid promoted [1,2]-sigmatropic rearrangement of cis-
condensation of (II) with p-toulenesulfonyl hydrazide afforded the title compound (I). Subsequent recrystallization of (I) from n-pentane provided colourless plates of the E-configured double bond isomer of (I). 
S2. Experimental

Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the labelling of all non-H atoms. Displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 30% probability level.
(E)-N′-{[(1R,3R)-3-Isopropyl-1-methyl-2-oxocyclopentyl]methylidene}-4-methylbenzenesulfonohydrazide
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